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slave Constitution. If the British Government has
any respect for democracy and still sees virtue - in
democratic procedure, as it so loudly proclaims, then
it has no alternative but to withdraw this Consti-
tution and Act. That is our position and our demand,
and so long as it is not acceded to we shall labour
and struggle to that end.

Congress members of the legislatures have their
work cut out for them by Congress resolutions.
That work is primarily to fight the Act and press
and work for a Constituent Assembly. Some people,
in their ignorance, have imagined that this Convention
is itself the Constituent Assembly, and that it is
going to draft a new Constitution for India. This
Convention is going to do no such thing. That is
not its function and the time for drawing up India's
Constitution is not yet. Nor is the Constituent
Assembly a magnified All Parties Conference. The
Constituent Assembly that we demand will come
into being only as the expression of the will and
the strength of the Indian people; it will function
when it has sanctions behind it to give effect to
its decisions without reference to outside authority.
It will represent the sovereignty of the Indian
people and will meet as the arbiter of our destiny.

How can this Assembly meet to-day when British
Imperialism holds forcible sway here with its armies
of occupation, and spies and informers and secret
service, and the denial of civil liberty? When so many
of our loved ones and comrades languish in prison or
detention camp ? When this monstrous Consitution
has been imposed upon us, despite our indignant